Gingival swelling in a 13-year-old girl with multiple recurrences.
We present a challenging case of gingival swelling that recurred several times in 3.5 years in a 13-year-old girl. Histologic evaluation of the initial biopsy revealed groups of epithelioid cells surrounded by lymphocytes in the submucosal fibrous connective tissue, and it was diagnosed as noncaseating granulomatous inflammation. With the tissue specimens from subsequent multiple excisions and several immunohistochemical studies, the diagnoses evolved to benign cellular infiltrate of undetermined origin, epithelioid hemangioma, proliferating endothelial cell neoplasm of uncertain biologic potential, atypical vascular tumor, epithelioid hemangioendothelioma, and kaposiform hemangioendothelioma. We discuss the list of differential diagnoses from various pathologists and propose our diagnosis of epithelioid hemangioendothelioma based on its clinical behavior, histologic features, and immunohistochemical findings.